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New Missouri wildlife museum, aquarium 
turns up conservation dial. — Travel, 4E 


Printed at Little Rock e November 12, 2017 


In the news 


E Brandon Klotter, 14, of 
Harrison, Ohio, was award- 
ed one of the Boy Scouts’ 
highest honors, the National 
Medal of Merit, for helping 
save another Scout who suf- 
fered broken ribs and other 
injuries when he was pinned 
by a fallen tree at camp. 


E Trevor Bello was ar- 
rested in an attempted dine- 
and-dash over sushi after, 
Bannock County, Idaho, au- 
thorities said, a waitress at 
Chang’s Garden restaurant 
in Pocatello thought Bello fit 
the description of a person 
who dined and dashed after 
ordering sushi at a different 
restaurant a week earlier. 


E Rondell Tony Chi- 
nuhuk of Anchorage, Alas- 
ka, didn’t get very far, Fair- 
banks police said, when he 
attempted to steal a grocery 
store’s $2,500 motorized 
shopping cart that has a top 
speed of 1.9 mph. 


E Antonio Pryor, 25, a 
cabdriver in Georgia, had 
to drive himself about 3 
miles to a hospital after, au- 
thorities said, he went to an 
apartment complex in Ma- 
con to pick up a customer, 
and a man in a ski mask ap- 
proached the driver’s win- 
dow and shot him in the 
chest. 


E Charles Schneider, 
a judge in Franklin Coun- 
ty, Ohio, refused to vacate 
the 90-day jail sentence of 
Sheila Kearns, a 6l-year-old 
substitute teacher fired after 
showing Spanish-class stu- 
dents at a Columbus high 
school The ABCs of Death, 
an R-rated film with graphic 
sex and violence. 


E Charles Jacob Bridges, 
18, who was arrested after 
his stepfather, Gary James 
Stone, 51, was found dis- 
membered in several con- 
tainers under a South Caro- 
lina home, said he attacked 
Stone after Stone fought 
with his mother. 


E David Byers, 35, a Cal- 
ifornian who once modeled 
for the covers of romance 
novels, faces up to 20 years 
in prison after pleading 
guilty to robbing a Chase 
Bank twice and a Citgo gas 
station in Greenwich, Conn., 
in April. 

E David Reichert of the 
Fairborn, Ohio, Fire Depart- 
ment said a firefighter-para- 
medic driving a suspected 
overdose patient to the hos- 
pital began showing symp- 
toms of an overdose himself 
— which can happen from 
exposure to an opioid — and 
his partner had to take the 
wheel of the ambulance to 
get the two to a hospital, 
where they recovered. 


H Jason Starkey, owner 
of Takoda Green Roofing in 
Omaha, Neb., estimated that 
he collected 40 pounds of 
honey as he removed thou- 
sands of honeybees from an 
attic they had invaded, pro- 
ducing so much honey that 
it dripped down the side of 
the house. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly cloudy with a 
slight chance 
of rain. P 
High 64. 
Tonight Mostly 
cloudy. 
Low 44. 
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President Donald Trump greets children waving American and Vietnamese flags upon his arrival Sat- 
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Trump: Putin 
truly believes 
didn’t meddle 


It’s time to move past issue, 
put focus on others, he says 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

HANOI, Vietnam — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump said 
today that he thinks Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
is sincere in his belief that 
Moscow did not interfere 
in the 2016 U.S. presidential 
election. But Trump said he 
also believes the conclusion 
of U.S. intelligence agencies 
that Russia did interfere. 

“I believe that he feels 
that he and Russia did not 
meddle in the election,” 
Trump said of Putin during 
a news conference with 


AP/ANDREW HARNIK ‘Vietnamese President Tran 


urday at the airport in Hanoi, Vietnam. Vietnam was the fourth stop on his five-country trip to Asia. 


Baton Rouge. 


LSU 33, Arkansas 10 


Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/BENJAMIN KRAIN 


Arkansas tight end Jeremy Patton walks off the field Saturday 
after the Razorbacks fell to the LSU Tigers at Tiger Stadium in 


Complete coverage in Sports, 1C 


Dai Quang in Hanoi. “As to 
whether I believe it, Pm with 


our agencies.” 

“As currently led by fine 
people, I believe very much 
in our intelligence agencies,” 
Trump added. 

On Saturday, after meet- 
ing privately with Putin on 
the sidelines of the Asia-Pa- 
cific Economic Cooperation 
summit in Danang, Vietnam, 
Trump said he had again 
asked whether Russia had 
meddled in the campaign 
and that the continued focus 
on the issue was insulting to 
Putin. 

Trump said Saturday that 
it was time to move past 
the issue so that the United 
States and Russia can co- 
operate on confronting the 

See TRUMP, Page 10A 


State picks up trip costs, 
enters no-bid ed contract 


MICHAEL R. WICKLINE 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 


Fourteen state represen- 
tatives and a House staff 
member attended an Indi- 
ana-based company’s educa- 
tional conferences in Atlanta 
and Phoenix at state expense 
of more than $25,000 over the 
past two years. 

The firm is Bloomington, 
Ind.-based Solution Tree, to 
which the state Department 
of Education awarded a $4 
million contract, without 
taking bids, before the con- 
ference in Atlanta. 

Officials for legislative 
agencies said they’re un- 


aware of lawmakers attend- 
ing any other private com- 
pany’s conference at state 
expense in the past few years. 
The Atlanta conference also 
was attended by four educa- 
tion officials at a cost of more 
than $4,300 to the state. 
House Speaker Jeremy 
Gillam, R-Judsonia, who au- 
thorized the state-paid trav- 
el for his colleagues, said he 
learned about the success of 
a particular professional de- 
velopment program provided 
by Solution Tree in Arizona 
through former Arizona 
House Speaker Dave Gowan. 
Gowan could not be reached 


Sentencing shifts skip some offenders 


Suit challenges what some call de facto life terms for nonhomicide crimes by teens 


JOHN MORITZ 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

While out of jail on bail at 
the age of 17, Tyrell Benson 
put a gun to a woman’s head 
outside a North Little Rock 
apartment one May night in 
2002. 

He raped her and then 
stole her car, but he didn’t 
get far. 

Police found Benson in 


the car several hours later. 
He tried to flee on foot but 
was caught by tracking dogs, 
court and newspaper records 
show. At the time, he was on 
bail for shooting at a couple 
across the Arkansas River. 
Benson was convicted 
of charges connected to the 
rape, car theft and shooting. 
About a month after his 18th 
birthday, he was found to be 


Call to police results 
in 4 months in jails 


Illegal’s case snowballed after arrest 


ERIC BESSON 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 


A 22-year-old Salvadoran 
woman living in Arkansas 
has been jailed since July and 
now faces the possibility of 
deportation after she called 
Springdale police to report 
domestic violence. 

Roxana Menjivar’s con- 
viction for a misdemeanor, 
nonviolent crime spiraled in- 
to prolonged detention while 
she navigated the interplay 
between state and immigra- 
tion laws, an experience that 
underscores the hesitancy in 
calling law enforcement felt 
by people who live in the 
country illegally. 

“It’s an unfortunate case, 
don’t get me wrong,” her im- 
migration attorney Kedron 
Benham said. “[But] this goes 
on all the time.” 

The full scope of height- 
ened immigration enforce- 


ment in Arkansas — includ- 
ing the backgrounds of in- 
dividuals who are detained 
— has been 
difficult to 
determine 
because U.S. 
Immigration 
and Customs 
Enforcement 
has blocked 
a 9-month- 
long effort 
to obtain its 
arrest records through the 
Freedom of Information Act. 
The Arkansas Demo- 
crat-Gazette learned of Men- 
jivar’s case while reviewing 
Sebastian County jail book- 
ing records as part of an ef- 
fort to track how immigra- 
tion law enforcement under 
President Donald Trump has 
changed in Arkansas. An es- 
timated 56,000 foreign-born 
See DETAINEE, Page 7A 


Menjivar 


a habitual offender and sen- 
tenced to 60 years without 
parole. 

Benson, now 32, will be 
eligible for release in 2062. 
He is incarcerated at the 
Maximum Security Unit near 
Tucker in Jefferson County. 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
has said states cannot lock 
away teens for life without 
parole in nonhomicide cases, 


and earlier this year, Arkansas 
lawmakers extended second 
chances to offenders serving 
life sentences for murders 
they committed as teens. 
Neither relief has been 
applied to Benson, however, 
because his lengthy sentence 
involves a term of years and 
his crimes didn’t involve kill- 


ing. 
See SENTENCES, Page 8A 
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Police keep a close eye Saturday on protesters in polar bear 
costumes after a demonstration outside a United Nations cli- 
mate conference in Bonn, Germany. An unofficial delegation 


from the United States is attending the conference. 


Article, 4A 


for comment by telephone 
Friday. 

Gillam said then-Rep. Bill 
Gossage, R-Ozark, who now 
works for Republican Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson, “gave me 
extra confidence in my initial 
feelings” about the program 
based on Gossage’s experi- 
ence in the Ozark School 
District. 

The speaker said he later 
authorized several represen- 
tatives to attend the confer- 
ence in Phoenix last year to 
help determine whether Ar- 
kansas should dive into it as 
a potential “game changer” 

See CONTRACT, Page 8A 


All LR bars 
and eateries 
smoke-free 

group’s aim 


EMMA PETTIT 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

During evening drinks 
inside The Hillcrest Foun- 
tain in Little Rock, two 
tendrils of smoke fed the 
atmosphere above Cynthia 
Johnson’s head. 

Flanked by two friends, 
both of whom toked ciga- 
rettes, Johnson explained 
why she paid their habit no 
mind. 

“There is a definition of 
a dive bar,” she said Tues- 
day. “And smoking is in that 
definition.” 

Her friends clarified that 
the Fountain isn’t a dive, 
exactly. More of an oasis, 
a neighborhood watering 
hole. 

The next night, that wa- 
tering hole went smoke- 
free for a night to host the 
launch of a campaign to 
ban smoking in Little Rock 
restaurants and bars. 

Smoke Free Little Rock 
— a collection of health 
professionals and com- 
munity activists — is peti- 
tioning the city’s Board of 
Directors to pass a com- 
prehensive smoke-free or- 
dinance. It would eliminate 
exemptions allowed under 
the state’s Clean Indoor Air 
Act of 2006. 

The state law, champi- 
oned by then-Gov. Mike 
Huckabee, banned smok- 
ing in most enclosed spac- 
es including auditoriums, 


See SMOKING, Page 11A 


